Radiologic percutaneous gastrostomy: review of potential complications and approach to managing the unexpected outcome.
Radiologic percutaneous gastrostomy tube placement is a widely accepted method of enteral access for patients requiring long-term nutritional support for a variety of conditions. Although the safety of this procedure is well documented, complications do occur. The purpose of this article is to review the major and minor complications associated with gastrostomy tube placement and to present appropriate and effective management strategies. Familiarity with the potential complications, techniques for their prevention, and strategies for treatment will help practicing interventional radiologists successfully manage all possible outcomes.